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We are pleased to present this issue of  FRONTLINE  the Ontario Construction Consortium 
Newsletter – for July - August 2020. 
 
This newsletter will be published every two months – to update you on OCC initiatives and 
events.  We hope you find it informative.   
 
Visit our website   https://www.ontarioconstructionconsortium.org/  - it showcases our publications 
and activities and is regularly updated. 
  
Please contact Executive Director Phil Gillies should you have any questions about OCC.  Email – 
phil@ontarioconstructionconsortium.org    Phone -  647-385-8474 
 
 
 
The Ontario Construction Consortium – a new voice for quality work, a robust 
training sector and safe workplaces.   
 
Formed in 2018, the Ontario Construction Consortium is an organization dedicated to 
strengthening the construction industry through Advocacy, Education, Networking and 
Workforce Development.  
 
 
Apprenticeship Training Continues Post Pandemic 
 
All sectors of the economy were upended by the COVID 19 pandemic, including the programs for 
apprentices in Ontario’s training centres.  The construction union and contractor sponsored 
campuses, over 90 in number, are located across the province.  They prepare thousands of skilled 
tradespersons for worksites in all our communities. 
 
This training ground to a halt in March with the pandemic lockdown.  Training has now resumed, 
but the centres’ operations have had to change as we go forward into the fall term.  How will 
training be different? 
 
Ontario Construction Consortium Executive Director Phil Gillies visited three training centres to 
learn how they will operate going forward – the Interior Finishing Systems Training Centre  and 
the College of Carpenters, both in Vaughan, and the Finishing Trades Institute in North York. 
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Gillies found that hours of operation have changed, class sizes have been reduced, and robust 
health and safety measures have been put in place.  There is also a move towards delivering more 
of the class instruction online. 
 
But the trainees are back to their studies and graduates will continue to flow to construction sites 
across Ontario. 
 
What we found in these consultations with the training centres resulted in this article: 
 
https://ontarioconstructionnews.com/apprenticeship-training-continues-through-and-post-
pandemic-2/ 
 
which was published in Ontario Construction News on August 11th. 
 
There is no question that the shortage of skilled tradespeople across Canada continues to be a 
major issue, and the challenges brought about by the pandemic have not helped this situation.  
OCC continues to dialogue with government to ensure strong support for a robust training sector. 
 
 
Liaising with Government 
 
An important part of the OCC’s work is taking our industry’s concerns forward to government 
decision makers, and these efforts are ongoing. 
 
In our last edition of Front Line, we reported on OCC’s meeting with Ontario Finance Minister 
Rod Phillips. We stressed to the Minister that moving ahead with public infrastructure 
construction will be an important part of the province’s economic recovery post-pandemic. 
 
This summer OCC has kept up a regular liaison with Labour Minister Monte McNaughton and his 
officials.  Minister McNaughton is making regular announcements of new and enhanced training 
initiatives in individual communities.  OCC, working with our union and contractor partners, are 
helping with this process on an ongoing basis. 
 
Phil Gillies also sat down recently with two PC MPPs – Will Bouma (Brantford-Brant) who is also 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Premier and Mike Harris Jr (Kitchener-Conestoga) who is 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Natural Resources.   They discussed the training 
situation, the importance of infrastructure initiatives and the important role of the construction 
unions.  Both MPPs committed to keep in touch with OCC on these issues. 
 
More of these MPP meetings will be scheduled through the fall. 
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Brampton Development Announcement 
 
Brampton City Council has endorsed a plan for the city’s last remaining undeveloped area.  The 
4000-acre Heritage Heights plan is in the northwest of Brampton – stretching from Mayfield Road 
to the Credit River valley and from Winston Churchill Boulevard to Mississauga Road. 
 
The plan calls for the development of a new Town Centre, a complete mixed-use place 
incorporating commercial and residential components. 
 
Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown says the plan furthers Brampton’s  goal of “creating complete, 
sustainable and connected communities that tallow residents to maintain a high quality of life”. 
 
This article in Ontario Construction News details the plan: 
 
https://ontarioconstructionnews.com/brampton-city-council-endorses-4000-acre-heritage-
heights-concept-plan/ 
 
This large, ambitious plan is good news for Brampton and for the construction industry. 
 
 
The Buildings Show Goes Digital 
 
Plans for the fall Building Show, sponsored by Buildings Canada and Informa Connect, have had 
to change this year because of the pandemic.  But the show will go on:  digitally! 
 
The Building Show this year will fall the week of November 30 – December 4. 
 
The Ontario Construction Consortium always enjoys attending the show and values the 
opportunities to network with all the construction, architecture, and engineering industry players 
there.  This year we will have to interact through our laptops – but we will be there nonetheless! 
 
https://www.thebuildingsshow.com/en/home.html 
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FRONTLINE is a publication of the Ontario Construction Consortium - a think tank / lobby 
supported by unionized contractors and stakeholders from the province’s construction sector.  
We welcome your feedback.  You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing 
phil@ontarioconstructionconsortium.org with the word Unsubscribe in the subject line. 
 
 
 
 

OCC Executive Director Phil Gillies with 
Brantford-Brant MPP Will Bouma. 
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